LOST TRIUMPH:  Lee’s Real Plan at Gettysburg – And Why it Failed

    CONTACT:

By Tom Carhart







        Matthew Venzon

G.P. Putnam’s Sons








         Publicist

Publication Date: April 21, 2005






 212-366-2558

ISBN: 0-399-15249-0




       matthew.venzon@us.penguingroup.com
___________________________________________

LOST TRIUMPH

Lee’s Real Plan at Gettysburg – And Why it Failed

By Tom Carhart

___________________________________________

“Given the vast number of writings on Gettysburg, it seems impossible to come up with new information and insights about the battle. But Tom Carhart has done it.”



 – From the Foreword by James M. McPherson, author of Battle Cry of Freedom

The Union victory at the Battle of Gettysburg has long been recognized as one of the most pivotal moments of the Civil War.  After having thrashed and humiliated Union Generals McClellan, Pope, Burnside, and Hooker, the Confederate General Robert E. Lee and his Army of Northern Virginia seemed poised for an easy victory at Gettysburg. George C. Meade, terrified of Lee’s invincible reputation, had reluctantly taken command of the army just days before the historic battle.  On July 5th, in the wake of three of the bloodiest days in American history, Meade awoke to discover that Lee’s forces were gone.  Miraculously, the neophyte General had managed to repel the Confederate colossus.

Conventional wisdom holds that Lee risked everything at Gettysburg.  Victory would have virtually ensured Confederate triumph in the war, forcing the Union into submission.  In LOST TRIUMPH: Lee’s Real Plan at Gettysburg and Why it Failed (G.P. Putnam’s Sons; Pub. Date: 4/21/05; ISBN: 0-399-15249-0; Price: $25.95) West Point graduate and military historian Tom Carhart asserts that Lee had an as-yet undiscovered plan for victory at Gettysburg.  Drawing from institutional records, official reports, and private correspondence, Carhart painstakingly recreates the events of those crucial days, shedding new light on Lee’s dramatic failure.

 – continued – 

The majority of Gettysburg scholarship centers on “Pickett’s Charge,” a massive Confederate assault on July 3 that failed to pierce the center of the Union Line and is now considered the turning point of the war. That America’s greatest general would risk so much on a single assault has led most historians to simply label the attack a gross misjudgment.  But Carhart theorizes that Pickett’s Charge was, in part, a massive distraction, and that a contemporaneous frontal attack on Culp’s Hill by Ewell’s force and a rear assault led by Jeb Stuart were also planned. Only in the final hours of battle was the attack reversed through the daring of an unproven young general, George Armstrong Custer.  Viewed in this light, Pickett’s Charge is a far cry from the disastrous decision by Lee that most have labeled it, but rather a single element of his larger, unrealized plan. 

LOST TRIUMPH is sure to be one of the most captivating and controversial history books of the season. As Carhart writes in his Introduction, “I will present [the facts], then try to knit it together in a way that is clearly understandable. At the end however, it is the readers who must decide: did Lee just have one very bad day on 3 July, or was his plan for one of the greatest victories in history frustrated by the almost chance presence of a fearless young hero who stood in Stuart’s way and would not move?”
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